Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.077; wR factor = 0.311; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5.
In the title compound, C 20 H 22 N 2 O 5 , a photo-degradation product of the hypertension drug nisoldipine, the dihedral angle between the nitrosophenyl ring and the pyridine ring is 75.7 (3) . In the crystal structure, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds help to establish the packing.
Related literature
For general background to nisoldipine derivatives, see: Marciniec et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Nisoldipine has been the subject of many analytical chemical investigations due to the commercial preparations for treatment of hypertension (Marciniec et al., 2002) . Here, we describe the synthesis and structural characterization of the title compound.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . In this structure, the dihedral angle between the nitrosophenyl ring and the pyridine ring is 75.7 (3)°. Weak C-H···O hydrogen bonding between the cations and anions leads to a consolidation of the structure.
Experimental
A solution of nisoldipine (10 mmol) in 50 ml acetone was exposed to sunlight for 5 h at ambient temperature. To the mixture was added 50 ml water, followed by filtration. The crude product was purified by flash chromatography on silica gel ( 
Refinement
H-atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.92-0.96 Å with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C) or 1.5Ueq(CMe). In the final difference map the highest peak is 1.68 Å from atom O3 and the deepest hole is 0.65 Å from atom O2.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level; H atoms are given as spheres of arbitrary radius.
Crystal data 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. 
